


The Arkansas Pro Bono Partnership 

In 2004, the Arkansas Bar Association recognized THE ARKANSAS PRO BONO 
PARTNERSHIP in order to accomplish five tasks.   

1. Expand pro bono volunteerism by establishing a statewide coordinating 
mechanism - THE ARKANSAS PRO BONO PARTNERSHIP – to enhance the 
visibility and effectiveness of the efforts already underway by the Equal Access to 
Justice Panel, River Valley Volunteer Attorney Project, Volunteer Organization of 
Center for Arkansas Legal Services, and Arkansas Volunteer Lawyers for the 
Elderly.

2. Strengthen and unify these pro bono systems so they can better match needs with 
volunteers.

3. Expand statewide tools and practices. 
4. Recognize Pro Bono volunteers. 
5. Plan for sustained efforts. 

Since its establishment, THE PARTNERSHIP has acted to fulfill these five goals.  
Among other accomplishments, it has: 

Produced a monthly E-Newsletter allowing pro bono volunteers to review and 
select client cases on line. 
Produced Partnership materials, both print and on line, used for recruitment and 
registration which have a consistent and familiar look.  
Featured pro bono volunteer accomplishments in the joint annual report of both 
legal aid organizations in the state:  Center for Arkansas Legal Services and Legal 
Aid of Arkansas. 
Annually report awards of federal funds secured by attorneys in successful SS and 
SSI cases in addition to an in-kind monetary calculation of pro bono volunteer 
time.
Provided on line resources and tools to help pro bono attorneys on issues of 
poverty law on the website www.arlegalservices.org
Provided recognition of volunteers every June at the Arkansas Bar Association 
meetings. 
Conducted CLE training on Model Rule 6.1 and the on line support available to 
pro bono volunteers. 

Arkansas Volunteer Lawyers           Equal Access 
for the Elderly        to Justice Panel 

River Valley            Volunteer Organization of the 
Volunteer Attorney Project           Center for Arkansas Legal Services
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Important Foundations of Justice:  The Oath and Rule 

When each attorney takes the Arkansas Attorney Oath, he or she declares -- 
“I will not reject, from any consideration personal to myself, the cause of 
the impoverished, the defenseless, or the oppressed.” 

A few sentences later the attorney states --
“I will endeavor always to advance the cause of justice.”
These are the commitments each attorney makes to the profession, to them self and to 
their communities. 

Additionally, the Rules of Professional Conduct Rule 6.1 states: “Every lawyer has a 
professional responsibility to provide legal services to those unable to 
pay.  A lawyer should aspire to render at least (50) hours of pro bono 
publico legal services per year.... In addition, a lawyer should voluntarily 
contribute financial support to organizations that provide legal services 
to persons of limited means.”

Pursuing the Promise of Justice 

The ARKANSAS PRO BONO PARTNERSHIP this year has an important colleague in 
our efforts - The Arkansas Access to Justice Commission.   The Commission conducted 
the first statewide Promise of Justice Campaign to address both aspects of Model Rule 
6.1 – recruiting more attorneys to do pro bono work and seeking financial support for 
the two legal aid organizations.  This new partnership has afforded an opportunity to 
expand the focus on pro bono efforts. Accordingly, this year the usual PRO BONO 
PARTNERSHIP winter insert into, The Arkansas Lawyer, as you see here, is exclusively 
focused on award winning leaders in pro bono services throughout the state.  One of 
these regional leaders has been selected the PRO BONO PARTNERSHIP ATTORNEY 
OF THE YEAR - 2009.

The Commission insert in the spring edition will list all those who have taken or signed 
on to take pro bono cases this past year along with all contributions to the Promise of 
Justice Campaign.  The ARKANSAS PRO BONO PARTNERSHIP is pleased to be 
working along side the Arkansas Access to Justice Commission in such a new way that 
we can lift up in this insert those exceptional volunteers reflected on the following pages 
who are role models and truly live out both the Attorney Oath and Model Rule 6.1.
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Kristin Pawlik 
2009 Arkansas Pro Bono Partnership Attorney of the Year 

KRISTIN PAWLIK

pro bono publico and the 

Pro Bono Commitment 

Professional Commitments 

Education 
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Pro Bono Attorney Honorees 2009 

Debra Brown is the 2009 VOCALS Attorney of the Year in Pulaski County.  
Since joining the Pro Bono panel in 2004, she has worked on family law cases 
involving domestic violence, custody disputes, and complicated property 
settlements all of which have accounted for 231.7 hours of pro bono work.  She is 
a member of the Shults Law Firm. Ms. Brown is also one of only fifteen attorneys 
who continue to accept pro bono referrals as well as contribute financially to 
VOCALS.   Her actions like those of other individuals who have accepted the 
challenge of supporting low income Arkansans through service and financial 
support is a ringing reminder of the highest traditions of the legal profession.   

oel  Bud  Bryant is the 2009 Pro Bono Attorney of the Year for 
Jefferson County and has practiced law in Pine Bluff for 35 years.  He became a 
member of Jefferson County VOCALS in 2002. He has fulfilled his commitments 
in excellent fashion accepting domestic abuse, divorce, guardianship and 
adoption case referrals.  Upon being named Pro Bono Attorney of the Year, he 
stated "Over the years I have been privileged to receive a number of awards for 
service on different boards or commissions, but this award is the most 
meaningful as it is a reminder of what each one of us are called to do, and that is 
to serve others." Mr. Bryant received a BA in Business Administration from UA- 
Monticello and a J D from the University of Memphis School of Law in 1975. 

oanne cCracken is the Legal Aid of Arkansas Outstanding Service Award 
winner for 2009, donating over 250 hours of pro bono services to low income 
clients in Benton County during the year.   McCracken graduated from the 
University of Arkansas School of Law in 2001.  While in law school, she worked 
at Legal Aid of Arkansas, providing services to victims of domestic abuse.  Her 
practice with Joshua Meister is largely in the areas of bankruptcy, Social Security 
Disability, criminal and family law.  She is also the City Attorney in Garfield. 

im ern is the Pro Bono Attorney of the Year Award recipient of the River 
Valley Volunteer Attorney Project. He devoted 83 hours of pro bono 
representation to low income clients in Crawford County and Sebastian County 
during 2009.  He has been for many years an active pro bono volunteer and has 
accepted a wide range of cases on behalf of clients including those senior citizens 
who meet the needs requirements of the Arkansas Volunteer Lawyers for the 

tes both his time and legal expertise as a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Center for Arkansas Legal Services, which 
provides legal aid to low income Arkansas
his B.A. from the College of Charleston and his law degree from the University of 
Arkansas School of Law in Fayetteville in 1980.
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Arkansas Pro Bono Partnership™ 

 New Volunteer    Update 

NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
LAW FIRM: _________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ______________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL: _______________________________________________________________________________________
COUNTY: ____________________________________________________________________________________
AR SUPREME COURT #: __________________________________________________________________

Indicate  the panel(s) from which you will accept cases. 
 Equal Access to Justice Panel 

 Volunteer Organization of Center
VOCALS 

 River Valley Volunteer Attorney Project(s) 

*Volunteers of AVLE & any other panel must only agree to 
accept (2) cases from each project instead of three. 

Please specify the types of cases you prefer to take as a volunteer.  The Pro Bono Partnership 
will make every effort to refer cases you prefer, however, when needed, you may be asked to 
accept other types of cases. ___________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In what counties will you accept pro bono cases? _________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed in my check made payable to:

 Center for Arkansas Legal Services for 

 VOCALS River Valley Volunteer Attorney Project(s) 

 Legal Aid of Arkansas for Equal Access to Justice Panel 

_____________________________________________________ 
Signature of Attorney

Please Return This Form To 
Arkansas Pro Bono Partnership 

303 West Capitol Avenue, Suite 200 
Little Rock, AR 72201

PH. 501.376.3423 | FAX 501.376.3664

M E M B E R S H I P  O P T I O N  A

I HEREBY JOIN THE PRO BONO
PARTNERSHIP. I AGREE TO 
REPRESENT UP TO THREE LOW 
INCOME-QUALIFIED CLIENTS EACH 
YEAR FREE OF CHARGE. I MAY 
REQUIRE PAYMENT OF NECESSARY 
COSTS.

M E M B E R S H I P  O P T I O N  B

 I hereby join the Pro Bono 
partnership.  In lieu of accepting 
referrals, I agree to make a tax-
deductible contribution in the 
amount of $400 to help provide 
free legal services to low income 
Arkansans who cannot afford an 
attorney in civil cases.

V O L U N T E E R  R E G I S T R A T I O N

C O N T A C T I N F O R M A T I O N
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Arkansas Pro Bono Partnership

AVLE 
Arkansas Volunteer Lawyers for the Elderly 

Provides pro bono service for the elderly in all Arkansas counties except --- 
Clark    Faulkner    Garland    Hot Spring   Jefferson   Lonoke    Pulaski    Saline 

Catherine Edwards, Director 
501.376.9263

avleprog@yahoo.com

Equal Access to Justice Panel 
A project of Legal Aid of Arkansas, Inc.

Baxter    Benton    Boone   Carroll   Clay   Cleburne  Craighead  Crittenden  Cross  Fulton  Green 
Independence  Izard  Jackson  Lawrence  Lee  Madison  Marion  Mississippi  Monroe  Newton  Phillips  

Poinsett   Randolph   St.Francis   Searcy   Sharp   Stone   Van Buren   Washington   Woodruff 
Susan Purtle, Pro Bono Manager/Senior Attorney 

479.442.0600 
spurtle@arlegalaid.org

River Valley Volunteer Attorney Project 
A project of the Center for Arkansas Legal Services 

Conway        Crawford        Franklin       Johnson        Logan      Pope      Scott      Sebastian      Yell 
Janet B. Dyer, Managing Attorney/Pro Bono Manager 

479.785.5211 
jdyer@arlegalservices.org

VOCALS
Volunteer Organization of the Center for Arkansas Legal Services

Arkansas    Ashley   Bradley   Calhoun   Chicot   Clark   Cleveland   Columbia   Dallas   Desha   Drew  
Faulkner    Garland    Grant    Hempstead    Hot Spring     Howard    Jefferson    Lafayette    Lincoln   Little 

River    Lonoke    Miller    Montgomery    Nevada    Ouachita    Perry    Pike   Polk     Prairie   Pulaski    Saline    
Sevier    Union   White 

Angie Moore, Pro Bono Coordinator 
501.376.3423 

amoore@arlegalservices.org

For more information or to register online visit: 
w w w . a r l e g a l s e r v i c e s . o r g

O r  c o m p l e t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f o r m  a n d  m a i l  t o :  
A r k a n s a s  P r o  B o n o  P a r t n e r s h i p  

3 0 3  W e s t  C a p i t o l  A v e n u e / S u i t e  2 0 0  
L i t t l e  R o c k ,  A R  7 2 2 0 1
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